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Thank you for your 
wonderful responses 

recently to our urgent request for donations towards 
blankets for the children.  Your help arrived just in time, 
as the cool weather blew in early with several days this 
week of low temps.  The 
children were well looked 
after with jackets for the early 
mornings and blankets for the 
cool nights.  Thank you also 
to Luis and Roz who visited 
us bringing with them a 
suitcase full of warm blankets 
to help!   
 

Tess has returned home after 
spending an extra month in Australia, enjoying some 
quality time with our family there, as has Pam who is 
joining us again in teaching the children.  We’re all very 
happy to have these two wonderful ladies back with us; 
it’s just not the same without them.    
 

October brought several friends of ours, some new and 
others returning for another visit.   
 

We enjoyed seeing a few friends from the Community 
Care International board come to visit with us.  Mr Vic 
came for few days and this time brought with him 
Steve who enjoyed his first visit to see the work he’s 
heard so much about.  Terry also popped in for a 
couple of days and arrived just in time to join us for our 
family beach holiday, more about that soon! 
 

Nicole and Esther two young ladies from England 
spent a lovely week helping to teach the children and 
loving them.  Nicole also visited us last year and was 
really touched so she went home and recruited her 
friend Esther to help raise money and together they 
returned this year.  The children really enjoyed 
spending time with the girls and were very sad to see 
them leave.  We’re looking forward to seeing them 
again next year! 
 

Val and Alexa from Australia spent three weeks with us 
during their travels through South East Asia and they 
helped to teach the children with some English 
lessons.  We’ll hear personally from Alexa a bit later. 

 
Returning for a second visit, teacher Les Kowald from 
Tyndale Christian School in Adelaide with his wife Ruth 
and daughter Kate, spent a couple of weeks with us.  
Les is the head of the Senior School at Tyndale and 
was able to share some of his knowledge teaching the 
students some 
math lessons 
while Ruth and 
Kate helped out 
teaching English 
and some other 
fun activities with 
the children.  We 
look forward to a 
continuing 
friendship with 
Les and his family 
in the future.   
 
 

Thoeun and our older boys were really blessed early in 
October when a specific donation allowed them to 
enjoy a day out together.  After discussions with Pa 
(John) they decided that the idea of ten pin bowling 
sounded like fun.  A few quick pointers in the art of 
bowling and sixteen young men from 14yrs to late 20s  
were on their way to the city’s only ten pin bowling 
alley.       
 

The first couple of bowls went astray down the gutter 
but it didn’t take anyone long to get into the swing of it, 
after a few strikes and spares there were smiles and 
cheers all around.  The fun continued with lunch and 
rollerblading in the afternoon as the guys slipped and 
slid around the rink having fun and getting used to 
walking on wheels. 
 

Most of these young guys have come to Sovanapoom 
in the last couple of years and are already grown up, 
many have had very difficult childhoods losing one or 
both parents at a young age and having the burden of 
responsibility thrust on them way too early.  They have 
never had an opportunity just to go out for some clean 
fun and enjoy themselves.  The smiles on their faces at 
the end of this fun day spoke volumes on how these 
young men felt.  It was just wonderful to see. 
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A matter of honouring.  I believe sometimes we forget 
to honour the people in our lives that are dearest to us.  
I have it on my heart to publicly honour my husband, 
John Castledine.   
 

John is a man who inspires me to seek after God and 
His ways.  John takes a lead role in our marriage and 
in God the bond of love between us is very strong.  
John has vision and purpose in God and together we 
pursue it.  John loves me with the love that God has 
given him.   
 

I love and respect you John.  I know that God will 
honour you and your prayers because you honour me  
Love from your wife Tess.  

 

Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom 
fear; honour to whom honour.  Romans 13:7 (KJV) 

 

 
My name is Alexa Brown and I have been visiting with 
Sovanapoom recently.  For a couple of weeks my 
friend Val and I have been helping teach the children 
and trying to have more understanding of the 
Cambodian culture and life at the church/school/home 
here.   
 

I am writing to you all as a concerned Christian who 
knows that there is much more we can do to help and 
who believes that our financial contribution can and will 
make an enormous difference to many lives.   
 

The current facilities this family are living and working 
in are 'shocking'.  The Mekong River rises to flood out 
the kitchen area of this very dilapidated, cramped, 
falling apart house.  The flooring has big holes, 
windows are missing, most plastic chairs are broken 
and children sleep on mats on the floor.   
 

BUT there is hope.  As you would be well aware, they 
are in the process of building a fabulous facility only 
150metres away.  The new building looks great but has 
a long way to go before the children can move into it or 
it is completed.   This is where we can help! 
 
As you know John and Tess live by faith and they can 
only get the new building built as quick or slow as the 
finances come in.  Wouldn't it be wonderful to see all 
the children out of their present environment in the new 
facilities? 
 
Just imagine 200 people giving $1000 each (or $2000 
each would see it completed) wow what a blessing 
such a small amount of 

money could make to so many lives.   I have seen first 
hand how giving money could make such a huge 
difference.  I'm not just talking about food and shelter 
either.  These are the same young people that are 
being brought up with a close personal relationship 
with their Lord Jesus.  Not only are they fed, clothed, 
sheltered and taught practical skills but they are being 
prepared to be Christian leaders of Cambodia. 
 
So if you are wondering if this is a worthwhile 
investment for eternity, I can assure you it most 
definitely is.  Praise God.  May God bless you as you 
are obedient to His call on your life.  Alexa. 
 

 
Towards the end of 
August our family were 
especially blessed with 
a short holiday by our 
good friends Mr Heath 
and his wife Tepy and 
their staff at Neocom 
ISP here in Cambodia.     
 
Provisions were made 
for every area of the 
journey from the air 
conditioned buses that 
took us on the 5 hour 
trip to the beach to the wonderfully comfortable 
bungalows that we stayed in and the seafood bbq on 
the beach that everyone enjoyed immensely.   
 

The children had such a fun time playing in the sand 
and in the water.  The seafood bbq was enough to 
make their eyes bulge, they went back for several 
helpings each and yet there was plenty to go around.   

 

 
The accommodation 
was luxurious, we 
stayed in individual 
family beachside 
bungalows and the 
children were ecstatic 
to be sleeping in a 
real bed with sheets 
and blankets.  One of 
the young boys even 
said that his favourite 

part of the whole trip was sleeping in a bed!   
 

For just about all of our family it was the first time they 
had ever traveled to see the countryside, the 
mountains and the clear blue water of the ocean.  
Everyone enjoyed the two days away immensely! 
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Please pray with us for... 

·  Health for the children during the cold weather 

·  Finance to care for the children 

·  A small baby from our village who is in hospital 
 

  
Work on the 
new building 
is progressing 
in the area of 
temporary 
bedrooms for 
our family.   
 

The old 
building on the 
riverside will 
not last much longer, the plywood floor is rotting and 
the foundations and walls are being eaten away by the 
strong current of the Mekong River.  It is very 
concerning seeing the children living in such decrepit 
conditions so instead of waiting until we have the main 
bedrooms complete we’ve started work to construct a 
couple of rooms on the new building that can be used 
as temporary bedrooms.  Once the rest of the building 
is finished these rooms will be used as a guards house 
and meeting rooms.   
 

 
One way we declare our faith as Christians is by being 
baptised in water.  Last month we had many hands go 
up when the opportunity to be baptised was presented 
so one Sunday after our normal morning church we 
had a very special baptism service.   

 

Thirty two of our 
young people took 
the stage and talked 
publicly about their 
faith.  They shared 
with the church how 
they believe in Jesus 
and why they wanted 
to be baptised.   

 

Pastor Thoeun and Tonet took the group to the river 
(which was just under our building) to pray with each 
individually and baptise them.  The children have an 
amazing faith, the Bible speaks about the faith of a 
child, seeing and hearing these young ones share 
about their faith in ways that are obviously very real to 
them was very encouraging.   

 
Min Ra came to 
Sovana Poom in 
about 2000.  At 
that time she and 
her family were 
very poor and had 
nowhere to live, 
Ra was even 
trying to sell her 
baby son to us.  I 
told her that she 
could come and 
stay under our building with her family.  Ra and her 
family would receive help with food so long as she 
promised not to sell her son to anybody.   
 
So Ra along with her son, two older daughters and  
husband who was addicted to gambling and alcohol, 
came to live with us.  As she got to know John and 
Tess, Ra wanted to know about Jesus so we told her 
we would teach her and train her up in His ways. 
 
Ra was also very interested in cooking, so we taught 
her about that too.  However like most very poor 
people who take any opportunity they can get, she 
continued to steal from us and she came, left and 
came back again several times over the years.  
Throughout this time gradually, as Ra would come 
back asking for forgiveness each time she grew more 
and more.   
 
Today Ra has grown into a good friend to Tess and I, 
and a good friend of Jesus.  Ra has learned a lot about 
faith and over the years she’s been with us.  We’ve 
been able to help her buy a piece of land and built a 
house for her and her family.  She is even paying this 
loan back as she is now employed fulltime as cook with 
us at Sovanapoom.   
 
In this position Ra is trusted with buying all of the food 
and the other things needed to run a home for 100 
people.  She handles a large sum of cash for us every 
week, receipts every cent and she does a very good 
job.  Ra cooks very well and is a great, fun lady to have 
around.  She’s a real blessing to us and the work here. 
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