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Hello from the Sovanapoom family in Cambodia.  
Things have been going just great here with the kids 
and the people we’re working with. 
 
Some days the desperation of the people outside the 
church here can be overwhelming.  At our front door 
we’re often being called upon by local people who 
need help, there’s always outreach work happening.  
Just this afternoon Tess and I will be going out to see a 
young lady who we’ve known for several years.  She’s 
married, but her husband has given her AIDS, now her 
young baby has it and sadly it seems her mother has 
caught the disease as well.  So we’ll be going to their 
home to offer some comfort and see if we can help in 
their desperate situation.  We don’t have to look far to 
see that there is continual need in this country all the 
time.  
 
The three new children who came to live with us about 
six weeks ago 
are thriving.  
They are 
settling into the 
family really well 
and all the 
children are 
loving them. 
There are many 
more needy 
children out 
there who want to come to live with us.  The only thing 
that hinders us helping more children is the availability 
of finances. 
 
The need here is so great, it’s just never ending.  
That’s why we need to buy some farmland and get our 
agricultural business up and running.  Then we can be 
working towards becoming self sustaining and reach 
out to assist more people in this country. 
 
Pam has been doing a great job in the school teaching 
and training up the children which is really excellent.  
The teachers are also learning from Pam about lesson 
preparation and have really appreciated her input.  

We’ll hear from Pam about her personal experience 
here a little bit later in this newsletter. 

 
We’re happy to report that Srey-
jen’s eye operation was a great 
success.  Her eyesight is greatly 
improved and along with it she 
has gained confidence too! 
 
The wet season is in full swing 
now and the river is rising rapidly.  
Some days after the rain, getting 
around the village can be quite an 

adventure with ankle deep mud to negotiate in addition 
to avoiding the local wildlife (dogs, chickens, cows and 
goats) on the road.  Peta got some laughs from the 
local guys as she slid down the path on her moto in 
thick mud last week, narrowly avoiding slipping up and 
giving them something to really laugh about! 
 

- A Teacher’s Perspective, from Pam. 
 
I have been asked to write 
a few words about 
school and I immediately 
think of my five weeks 
here in Cambodia.  If one 
associates school with 
learning then I have been 
in my personal school of 
learning these last weeks 
– the school of life in 
Cambodia. The lessons 
have been compelling, challenging, gut wrenching, 
precious, enthralling,  just to mention a few.  So as I 
write I do so from the perspective of one who is 
commencing a journey not a seasoned veteran. 
 
Our formal school consists of three classes totaling 
about sixty children.  As well, our older boys (now 
young men) have much on the job training with Papa 
John whilst they do varied manual tasks to advance 
the building programme.    
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Following praise and worship and Bible study, English, 
Khmer and Maths are taught.  The children are keen, 
avid learners who are very willing to attempt new 
things.  When I consider learning Khmer I have a 
whole new appreciation at their application to English. 
 A good foundation has already been laid and it will be 
exciting to watch the children grow in their speaking 
capabilities.   

The youngest group of children continues to be the 
greatest challenge. Speaking little or no English and 
with ages from 1-7, their capabilities, interest levels 
and physical readiness varies greatly.  Designing 
suitable activities always stretches me and I am so 
appreciative of the young Khmer girls who work with 
these youngsters.  They are great teachers and 
interpreters as is Mr Sopeak our senior group 
teacher. However an early childhood educator who can 
help with teaching the younger children and train 
potential teachers would be an invaluable asset  
 
 I see the work here in a real transition phase and 
envisage major growth in the near future.   Plans are 
already in place for the five storey school and 

accommodation block to house 200 children.  I 
believe undoubtedly that in God’s timing, He will 
breathe upon these young disciples, sending them 
forth to touch their nation for Christ.  In the natural it 
would be impossible but His work will be accomplished 
not by might, nor by power but by His Spirit. 
 

 

 
Please pray with us for... 
- the young local family dying of aids plus their 

grandparents who have caught the disease from 
caring for the baby 

- the children in Cambodia who we cannot 
accommodate yet 

- the impending birth of Thoeun and Sopeak’s baby 
later this month 

 

 
We’re all very excited about the progress of the new 
building.  The tiles have now been laid in the 
auditorium and the windows have just been installed 
this week.  Although we’ve been using the building for 
a long time even whilst it’s still been a worksite the 
auditorium is now looking like a civilised building! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The boys have been working on digging some overflow 
pits for the excess water to flow into from the new 
building.  It’s dirty work but they’ve done it all without 
complaining and even had some fun in the process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to our friends at Beenleigh COC for their 
kind support enabling us to proceed with this stage of 
the work and thank you to all of you, our special friends 
who help us continue with this work.  Without the 
support we are unable to help the people here in 
Cambodia. 
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We’ve been having a really fantastic time in church 
recently.  Last Sunday we had great testimony from a 
young father in his late 
20s who had a 
powerful encounter 
with God. God had 
been prompting him 
during the service to 
share and when the 
opportunity came he 
jumped  up to tell us 
how his life has been 
really changed 
through coming to know God personally. 
 
Everybody was touched by this testimony of how our 
friend’s life had been transformed.  Later during 
worship many people including the children spoke out 
words from God.    
 
The daily six-thirty morning church service has been 
going really well also.  The young children are learning 
and starting to grasp the Holy Spirit.  We have a lot of 
new and young children with us now and as they watch 
the others they are beginning to understand what it 
means to be a child in God’s family. 
 

 

 
Mr Sopeak is a responsible young husband and father 
in his early twenties now but when we first met him he 
was an audacious teenager who loved nothing more 
than listening to music and hanging out with his 
friends, where he often got himself into trouble.   
 
Peak started coming to the church when he was about 
15.  He joined in the English lessons we had for local 
children.  However he didn’t make a commitment at 
this stage.   
 

He was about 17 when he got himself a job at a 
karaoke and dance club in the city and moved to 
Phnom Penh.  Working as an operator or dj he very 
much enjoyed being close to the music and working 
with the sound equipment.  During this time Peak spent 
a lot of time with the manager of the club who was a 
bad influence on him, perpetuating the bad habits he 
had learned as a young teenager. 
 
However God had another plan for this young man’s 
life and an argument between him and the manager 
one day sealed his future at the club for he was no 
longer welcome there.   

Returning 
to his home 
village 
Peak once 
again 
started 
coming to 
church.  “To 
learn 
English and 

listen to the music” he said.  Picking up a guitar, within 
the first week he had taught himself to play and was 
eagerly learning all the songs sung in church.   
 
Peak accepted Christ as his Saviour shortly after this 
and he lived at the church, learning about God and 
English with John in the school.  It wasn’t long before 
Peak’s artistic abilities were revealed and he was 
writing dramas and songs for the children to perform.  
He also has talent in drawing and an eye for 
photography. 
 
A couple of years ago Peak married one of the young 
ladies in the 
church and they 
now have a 
beautiful young 
daughter.  Peak 
has proven 
responsible and is 
one of the main 
teachers in our 
school.  He is a great help in the work and it’s a joy to 
see him growing and maturing.  
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