
 

 

 
It’s a new year and a new season for us all here at 
Sovanapoom. We are looking forward to great things this 
year, in the lives of the students here and growth in the work 
to help more of Cambodia’s young people realize their full 
potential.  
 

We will soon be welcoming several new volunteers to join 
our team here. They will provide more of the desperately 
needed support and training for the children and young 
people. We will have qualified teachers, experienced youth 
workers and musicians with energy and enthusiasm to share 
with the students here. We’ll provide more specific 
introductions as they arrive in the coming months. 
 

At Christmas time we enjoyed a relatively low key 
celebration this year. We were all able to relax and enjoy 
some family time together. As this country does not officially 
recognize Christmas Day or have a public holiday, we 
usually nominate a convenient day to celebrate, this year it 
was Sunday 27th December.  
 

That morning we had a big turnout for the early morning 
outreach of around 1,900 people. Teacher Paek led 
everyone in song while Pastor Tonet gave a short message 
on why we celebrate Christmas.  Every week we are seeing 
increasing numbers of under-nourished children and women 
with babies who have walked long distances to reach us. 
Also attending these Sunday services are elderly with their 
makeshift walking sticks (and weathered faces that could tell 
the history of this land), 
coming to hear the teaching 
and receive the noodles. We 
look forward to the time when 
we can afford to provide more 
support and care for the most 
needy who attend, particularly 
for these old folk who have 
seen incredible changes in 
this country in their lifetimes, 
when their families are not able to support them enough in 
their old age.  
 

The Christmas celebration was a fun time of thanksgiving 
after the outreach on Sunday morning. We enjoyed the 
nativity story drama from the children complete with Mary 
riding on a (human) donkey, then the visiting team of 
teenagers from Teen Mission presented a song and puppet 
show. Cook Ra had been frying up her special fried chicken 
since 6am that morning and along with potato chips and a 
can of coke each, she presented us all with a special 
Christmas treat and we even had some leftovers for dinner.  
 

We didn’t have a lot of money for presents this year, but a 
gift from our friend in Australia Teacher Pam helped us take 
everyone out the next day to the water park. Always the 
favourite for the students even in the cool season, they all 
had a lot of fun! 

 
 

2009 was a challenging year for us all here, we experienced 
a lot of growth, but as always with growth comes pain. 
We’ve collected some thoughts from our main leaders here 
about the best things that happened for them in 2009.  

 
Thoeun: The best things to happen for 
my family in 2009 was building the 
veranda in front of our house, painting 
the inside and laying new floor tiles. It’s 
nice to have a comfortable place to live 
and it makes me happy.  
 
My wife Sopaek was very happy about 
being able to take a course to learn 
sewing, and we have now built around 
40% of a small shop at our house for 
her sewing business. 
 

Tonet: The birth of our baby Junia 
and my wife’s good health in her 
pregnancy were the best things 
for us, oh and getting a tv and 
dvd player for our room! 
 
I also enjoyed seeing the growth 
in the students we teach, it’s 
great that they’re learning to do 
more and take on more  
responsibility, that makes me  
happy. 

 
Sopaek: Building my house so that my 
wife and my daughter as well as my 
mother and sister have a place to live. 
We had to move from our land last year 
and with help from the church we built 
our house bigger and stronger this time.  
 
I am happy that my daughter can come 
to school and learn, and we all have 
good food to eat and can be taken care 
of. It’s good to work and be able to live 
ok, we are happy for that. 
 

Tree: The best thing in 2009 for me was 
learning to do building and welding. I knew 
some before but I have had a lot of practice 
now and I like to do that. Also I like to cook 
and when the food tastes good people are 
happy, that makes me happy. It makes me 
really glad too that mum has come back 
from Australia and we can live together in 
Cambodia again. 
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Since November we’ve been blessed by visits from several 
teams who have donated their money, time and a lot of 
sweat to improve the lives of the children here.  
 
The Christmas Valley team came bearing gifts of more 
curriculum and supplies for the school and money for 
projects. The team consisted of James, Amber and their two 
boys, Stan and Lori, Shelby, Aaron, Katie and their three 
children.  
 
The guys kept busy working with our young men on several 
welding projects including building 2 bridges for us over the 

basement in two areas of our 
building that’s incomplete but 
which receive a lot of foot 
traffic everyday. The old 
bridges were falling apart, 
but the new steel and timber 
ones are strong enough to 
drive a car over! We’re very 
happy with the improvement. 

 
Another project we were able to get completed with the help 
of the team from Christmas Valley was welding bunk beds 
for the children 
here. The team 
helped us buy 
the supplies for 
the beds and 
after they left our 
boys got to work 
welding, painting 
and assembling 
the new bunks. 
It’s really great 
to be able to 
provide the students with real beds off the ground and away 
from creepy crawlies. It’s a simple thing, but providing beds 
for the children is another way we are bringing them out of 
poverty and teaching them to live—not as westerners, but as 
Khmers in their own country knowing how to look after their 
possessions and keep clean. Having your own bed and 
sleeping one child to a bed is all part of this training.  
 
Meanwhile the ladies in the team were working very hard at 
lots of sewing projects and training our girls in making their 
own clothes and bags. The children also loved learning all 
their new games and songs. We were all sad to say goodbye 
to these friends and look forward to seeing them again.  
 
We also received a visit from Heather, Isaac, Lauren and 
Annie from Australia who stayed a few days. They helped 
out in the classroom and took the children on nature walks 
which everybody really enjoyed. Night times were lots of fun 
with 3 teenagers on the team getting our teenagers into 
some fun team ball games. A great way to burn off any extra 
energy at the end of the day! 

Kristin and Jeff from Oregon came over for a few days as 
well and Jeff helped us get started on a painting project in 
the auditorium that is long overdue. Kristin enjoyed catching 
up with the children and helped with some teaching while 
she was here. 
 
Simon and Kamini dropped in for a few days also around 
Christmas and came bearing gifts too. Always a pleasant 
surprise even for us big people, it doesn’t take much to bring 
a smile, some treats from home is a welcome gift! 
 
On Christmas Day we welcomed a group of teenagers and 
their leaders from Teen Mission. The teenagers range in age 
from 13 years and up 
and come from all over  
Australia and New  
Zealand.  These guys  
came prepared to work  
and did a great job,  
spending time both at  
the Community Centre  
with the children and  
working on the Farm  
during their three  
weeks with us. 

 
 
 

We’ve had a bit of help around the farm lately with friends 
from the US and from Australia getting their hands dirty.   
 
Donations from our friends in Oregon have allowed us to get 
started on drilling a well.  We hired a local driller who brought 
his rig and started drilling in November. It was hard going 
and he reached 20 metres but the hard rock  at that depth 
broke his expensive drill bit and he wasn’t able to go any 
further.   
 
We have just located a larger drilling rig that will be able to 
get down to the depths required to access the water. Hoping 
and praying that the dam water holds up until that can be 

arranged, with ten centimetres 
evaporating each day, the 3 
metre deep dam isn’t likely to last 
us until the next wet in June/July. 
 
The Teen Mission group of 20 
teenagers and leaders spent over 
a week staying at the farm in 

January.  They came equipped to pay for and work on a 
building project, so the chicken shed we’ve been needing 
finally became a priority. The teenagers did a great job in the 
hot sun working and living in the basic conditions up there. 
Not the most comfortable way to spend your Christmas 
holidays when you’re young, but these guys all have big 
hearts and did a great 
thing for us. Down the 
track a bit we hope to 
become a major supplier 
for the chicken market in 
Siem Reap. Currently they 
source chicken from 
Thailand everyday, but 
locally produced chickens 
supporting community 
development projects will be a good marketing line when we 
have the stock and the infrastructure to supply this market.  
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While the team were at the farm we held our first outreach at 
Banteay Meanchey. People were invited to attend on 
Sunday morning from 7am, to beat the heat in the middle of 
the day.  Although it was their one day off,  many local 
teachers brought their students to attend and we had a great 
turnout of 625 people.  The team performed a skit with 

puppets and 12 year 
old Jeremiah sang and 
played his guitar for 4 
songs for the students. 
Jeremiah’s testimony 
was given, they heard 
about how he was a 
poor boy but through 
education and  
willingness to learn 

and improve himself he has a great future ahead of him. 
They all loved hearing how a kid like them can be a great 
man and help many people in Cambodia.  It was a really 
great day much 
enjoyed by all. 
We gave the 
students noodles 
and water as they 
were leaving and 
everyone was 
very thankful and 
appreciative.  

 
 

At the end of the 2009 school year Teacher Paek and Peta 
organized a presentation day for the students. Some of the 
children have parents and they were invited to join us for this 
special afternoon to recognize the students achievements 
throughout the year.  
 
We enjoyed several items by the children: a book reading in 
Khmer and in English, a song by the smallest class and a 
song of appreciation by the older class to the parents and 
those who support their education. It was written especially 
for the day by Teacher Paek and afterwards the children 
handed out small gifts to all the parents who attended.   
 
During the presentations all the students received attendance 
awards and the top achieving students in each of the four 
classes received additional certificates. Some special gifts 
received from Jarrod, Adrianna and friends in Australia were 
then presented to the top achieving students as encourage-
ment awards.  This is a new concept for many of the children, 
so will provide additional motivation for them in this coming 

year as we become better equipped 
in the school towards such motiva-
tions for the students.  
 
It was a good day for everyone, and 
in particular for those students whose 
parents were able to make it. One boy 
hadn’t seen his mother for several 
years and had been living with his 
aunt before coming to stay with us 
recently. She came for the presenta-
tion and it made him very happy. 

 
 

Hoi is a bright young girl we’ve known 
since she was about 5 years old. She 
has two younger sisters aged 6 years 
and 1 year. They have a mother and a 
grandmother who love them in their own 
way.   
 
When Hoi was  5  years old she came 
to stay with us and we helped her with 
her mother and baby sister. They were 
hungry, had no place to live and her 
mother had no work. We gave them 
food and a safe place to stay for several 
months. When Hoi’s mother got back on her feet she took 
her two girls then and we didn’t hear from them for a long 
time.  

About 12 months ago Hoi’s grand-
mother came to us asking for help as 
an unpaid debt belonging to Hoi’s 
mother was being recouped by way 
of bond-slaving Hoi to work for them. 
It was a very dangerous situation for 
a young girl and we moved quickly to 
get Hoi out and then her and her 
younger sister  Mei-Mei came to live 
with us.  Around the same time their 
elderly grandmother was no longer 
able to pay the rent on her small  
apartment in the city and being in her 
80s, needed a safe place to stay. 
 

Back in the early days here, we really struggled to get 
enough money each day to feed everyone, and Hoi’s grand-
mother helped us out with food several times. She is very 
streetwise and has many connections across this city. To 
thank her we told her she would always have a home with 
us and now in her old age she has come to stay at the  
Centre and be close to her granddaughters. 
 
Before she came to live with us this time Hoi had no knowl-
edge of English and had very little education.  After just a 
short time learning in our school and making some good 
friends in the other girls her age here, we are now able to 
converse with her in English.  Hoi is also learning to read 
and write both in Khmer and English.  
 
Hoi is a clever girl and despite an unsettled start in life she 
has a strong drive to succeed and given the right opportunity 
Hoi will be successful. At twelve years old now she has 
grown tremendously in the last year and we are excited to 
see what the future holds for her.   



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Donations over $2 to this Global Development Group approved aid and development project J522 
Sovanapoom Care are tax deductible in Australian & USA.   

Please Don’t Forget: Use our project number J522 Sovanapoom Care in all donations made to Global 
Development Group; this ensures that your donation will be applied to our project. If you have made      
donations previously but not included J522 as the reference please email us your name, the date and 
amount you donated to: admin.sovanapoom@gmail.com 

Project Governance: J522 Sovanapoom Care is proud to be a partner of Global Development Group 
(ABN 57 102 400 993), an Australian Non Government Organisation [NGO] – and Global Development 
Group USA carrying out humanitarian projects with approved partners and providing aid to relieve poverty 
and provide long term solutions through the provision of quality aid and development projects.  Global De-
velopment Group takes ownership of the project according to AusAID rules, providing a governance role 
and assisting in the areas of planning, monitoring, evaluating and auditing to ensure that the projects are 
carried out to Australian requirements. 

DONATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIA  
  

USA & EVERYWHERE ELSE  

Global Development Group  Global Development Group USA Inc  

Donate by Credit Card:  as a one-off or regular monthly donation:  

Enter ‘Project J522’  in the ‘I prefer My Donation to go to’ field:  

https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/donations.php?for=Project_J522    https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/usa/donations.php?for=Project_J522 

Donate by Direct Deposit:  Use ‘Project J522’  as the Reference 
Email your name, date & amount of donation & mailin g address for receipt  

BSB 064 118   Routing Number 263179804 
Account No. 10200094   Checking Account Number 100003959951 

    Savings Account Number 39599501 

Donate by Cheque:    Donate by Check:  

To “Global Development Group”  
Write ‘Project J522’  on the back,  
Post to address below:  

  
To “Global Development Group USA Inc”  
Write ‘Project J522’  on the back, 
Post to address below:  

Global Development Group   Global Development Group USA Inc 
56 Goorari Street, Eight Mile Plains, Queen-
sland 4113 Australia 

  1314 Longwood Oaks Blvd,  
Lakeland Florida 33811, USA 

www.globaldevelopment.org.au   www.globaldevelopmentusa.org 

Email: info@globaldevelopment.org.au   Email: gdgusa@tampabay.rr.com 

Ph: +61 (0) 7 3341 6475   Ph: 1 (863) 644 6304 

Fx: +61 (0) 7 3341 9783     



 

 


