
 

 

 
 

We have a lot to share in this newsletter, so we hope you 
enjoy catching up on all of our news. In the future we hope 
to email with shorter more frequent updates in between 
these longer newsletters so you can share in more of our 
weekly happenings. 
 

We have enjoyed several teams and visitors recently and 
early in February we welcomed two couples who have 
committed to stay with us a bit longer than the usual short-
term teams. We have more about the teams and 
introductions from volunteers Andy & Elyse and Dan & 
Renuka just over the page. 
 

Ra in the kitchen has been quite busy also recently with 
several local ladies coming in to help and learn with her. Our 
friend  and mother of 4 of our students, Roon is back with us  
helping with cleaning and cooking. Sreyleark, a previous 
student is also working as a kitchen assistant, and Poin is 
working with the youngest group of children, two of whom 
are her sons.  We always give the family of our students the 
opportunity to come and learn with us and it’s good to see 
the return of these mothers who are keen to learn and to 
support their children’s education.  
 

We have enjoyed having my (John’s) sister Jo stay with us 
for a month recently. Jo blessed the children with a trip to 
the water park which everyone thoroughly enjoyed. We also 
caught up with our friend Alice McCann, and a team with 
Hilary Ramsey from Citipointe Church in Brisbane came to 
help us out in the Sunday Outreach and do some activities 
with the students. 
 

Also visiting recently were our friends from Sydney, Phyllis 
came with her family Jonno, Marianne and Jeremy to spend 
a few days in Cambodia. Phyllis has been a long-term 
supporter of ours it was great to see her and her family over 
here. 
 

Global Development Group directors Geoff & Betty 
Armstrong and our project officer Craig Tunney came to 
Cambodia and reviewed our project early in February.  We 
always enjoy their visits as it’s an opportunity to catch up 
with our friends and to keep updated on all the requirements 
of the Australian government on tax deductible projects.  
 

On 14th February our project review took place and Geoff, 
Betty and Craig were all happy with the progress we’ve 
made over the last year.  After the official visit, in the 
afternoon Peta and Dan spent a few hours with Craig 
reviewing our accounting and reporting practices and as a 
result they have been busy developing a new system which 
will not only assist with our own accounting, but also may be 
implemented in other local organizations if required. We 
have our director Thoeun and trainee Sokim learning the 
new system here and they have taken to it really well. 
 

It’s great to be a part of a larger network of community 
organizations through our partnership with Global 
Development Group and being able to share our resources 
for mutual benefit. 

 
 

We’re happy to report that the 
Christmas catalogue fundraiser was very successful over 
the Christmas period last year. Between Sarah’s efforts in 
Australia and Kristin’s in the USA we raised over $5,000! 
 
The money has been put to use for the needs we advertised 
and here are a couple of photos of the needs children 
received as a result of the gifts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February was a good month for us with a team of young 
people from Adelaide in Australia staying for a couple of 
weeks. They helped out wherever needed including 
teaching, craft and music, child care, painting, moving bricks 
and dirt, and helping in the kitchen. The students had a 
great time getting to know the team and we really 

appreciated 
all their 
hard work 
and 
fundraising 
efforts! 
 
 
 

Lenore from Kiama, NSW joined us to 
volunteer her time recently and was a great 
help. Teaching English, helping in the 
office and the kitchen, Lenore made friends 
wherever she worked, and we were sad to 
see her leave at the end of her month.   
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A few years ago, we left Australia and 
went on a trip to Cambodia. On this 
trip we were challenged on the way we 
lived our ‘expensive’ lives. Our happy 
Australian bubble was popped as the 
reality of the world was made real to 
us. Since then we have visited a 
number of organisations, finding out 
how to help these people. While they 
are doing truly good things we feel that 
Sovanapoom Care is at the forefront 
and we have come to learn from the 

amazing team here.  
 
They will be making the most of our skills as Renuka is a 
school teacher and I am an accountant. She has been 
teaching a class, training the teachers to plan lessons and 
establishing the curriculum. That said we are impressed with 
the quality of education and the teaching resources available 
to the children. I have been going over the accounts and will 
design a system of accounting to give Sovanapoom space to 
grow.  
 
As we spend more time here we are starting to realise that 
we don’t know a whole lot about what is best. When we first 
came we thought that all our Western ways are all that the 
Cambodians need. Now we are learning from Sovanapoom 
about what is really going to give hope to these people. 
 
 

 
 
For the next 12 months Andy and 
Elyse Flaherty from Sydney, Australia 
have joined us to help add to the 
education and cultural development of 
our community at Sovanapoom. Elyse 
is a qualified and practiced primary 
school age teacher, with notable 
experience in early chi ldhood 
teaching. Her passions include 
achieving educational access for all 
children and mentoring young women 

to obtain the skills and knowledge to live fulfilling lives. At 
Sovanapoom, Elyse has taken a lead role in the educational 
program, implementing a new curriculum and coaching the 
teaching staff in effective education techniques. 
 
Andy has experience and training from a diverse background 
in people management and cultural studies. He is committed 
to guiding people in exploring their significance and 
uniqueness as individuals and as a community. Andy 
teaches a cultural studies class each morning. He also 
spends time with the young men and women, mentoring 
expressions of creativity and innovation in their skills and 
gifts within a Khmer context. 
 
Andy and Elyse have furnished the new villa in which they 
live for now but it will become a guest house when they are 
not here. They are both eager to contribute to a sustainable 
environment of trust, hope and love from the work in which 
they are engaged and anticipate a full 12 months! 

 

 
Disposal of waste in 

Cambodia is never an easy 
thing. In the villages there is no formal waste disposal 
system and locals usually either burn their rubbish at the 
roadside, or throw it in the river.  
 

Recently here a young man from the local community 
passed away and the funeral was held at the Church. 
Because land is very limited here burial is not an option so 
the remains must be cremated. This is a very unpleasant 
process for the family and anyone involved, but it is a 
necessary task.  
 

We have a great need here for an incinerator to help us 
dispose of the waste, and for occasions when we need to 
help a family dispose of their loved ones remains.   
 

We can build a basic structure for US$1,200.  If you are able 
to help us with this need please contact us and we can 
provide you with more info. 

   
 by Dan Brooker 

 
After a recent visit to the farm, Dan has agreed to give us his 
impressions of the project underway.. 
 

The farm is a beautiful piece of land in Cambodia. The first 
thing I noticed was the stark contrast of the hustle and bustle 
of Phnom Penh to the tranquil bush of Banteay Meanchey. 
To hear the wind in the trees and breathe the fresh air was a 
real pleasure. 
 

I was shown the dam that is used for breeding fish, irrigation 
and it also provides water for the toilet system. I was thankful 
for the four western style toilets and each one is enclosed in 
a sturdy, solid room. There has recently been an attempt at 
drilling for water, but it hasn’t been successful so far. So we 
have to make the precious dam water last until the rain 
comes. 
 

I was also impressed by the large chicken shed that the 
young men had built. There was about 30 or so chickens 
with plenty of room for more. These chickens will breed and 
lay eggs which will help to provide food and income. 
 

There were bunk beds made of steel with good quality 
mosquito nets to protect us. There would be plenty of room 
for dozens more as the demands of the farm increase. The 
altitude is quite high so it was cool and comfortable. Not 
even the big lizard we found in the roof was enough to keep 
me awake. 
 

As the ground was getting cleared for ploughing, I could see 
that the soil was healthy. I was shown a crop of cassava that 
was growing right next door and it was growing fast. I was 
told it had only been sown a few months ago and it was 
already half a metre high. Considering it is dry season and it 
hasn’t rained yet, I thought it was incredible. After my visit to 
the farm, I’m really excited to see the potential of what 
Sovanapoom Care can achieve with what they have been 
given. 
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by Elyse Flaherty 

With the beginning of a new year, there have also been new 
changes happening in the school at Sovanpoom Care. It has 
been exciting to see the development of the school, the 
teaching staff and the students as the changes begin to take 
place. 
 
With fresh faces and a fresh approach to the school as volun-
teers, Renuka and I have been able to create some new sys-
tems in the school.  To begin the year Renuka and I were 
able to help the teachers to make changes in the school 
classes, so that the students are now working in groups at 
the same ability level, with five classes in the school including 
our preschool class. Renuka has also had past experience 
with the new curriculum that has been started in    
Sovanapoom, so she 
has been able to 
work with the teach-
ers to start using it in 
their daily lessons. 
So far the students 
have been encour-
aged by the new 
work as their English 
skills continue to im-
prove. 

A big focus for the year will be teacher training, allowing the 
Khmer teachers to be empowered by new skills. Renuka  and 
I have been working closely with the Khmer teachers, helping 
them daily with their lessons and with the weekly program-
ming. The teachers have been encouraged in their efforts 
and are continually becoming more confident and creative in 
their teaching. I will continue working with the teaching staff 
throughout 2010 with the aim that Sovanapoom School will 

continue to improve 
in its education of 
the children and will 
be led by motivated 
and capable Khmer 
teachers. 

The students have 
also been provided 
with new desks, and 
for the little ones 

customized tables and chairs! The new equipment has not 
only been exciting but has also allowed for more organized 
classes and teachers. 

Many changes have been put in place already this year but 
there are more ideas, plans and processes to develop with 
the staff and the students as the year continues. It is going to 
be an excit-
ing time for 
all involved in 
Sovanapoom 
School!  

 
 

Kimtong (Tong) is a bright and very 
friendly seven year old boy.  Like 
many Khmer children, he comes 
from a large family. Tong has two 
older sisters, three older brothers 
and two younger brothers in his fam-
ily, he also has a mother and a    
father.   
 
We have known this family for many 
years and at times Tong’s parents 
have come to learn life skills and 
attended vocational training with us, however the pull of the 
old life has proven too strong.  Six of the eight children in 
Tong’s family are living and learning at Sovanapoom now 
and with the help and guidance they receive here, these 
children will be the generation to make a change in the    
direction of their family.   
 

Tong came to stay with us in 2005 
with his mother and four siblings, he 
was only two years old at the time.  
Tong and his siblings were all sick 
and malnourished. He was weak 
and had a large swollen belly, 
symptomatic of parasitic worms.  
With some healthy food and medi-
cine to get him back on track, 

Tong’s health improved and he began to play with the other 
children and begin to enjoy life.   
 
Tong missed his mother, but his 
older sister Kimsreang stepped 
into that place for him and al-
though she was only eleven years 
old herself, she became a major 
carer for Tong. 
 
Now Tong has two small brothers, 
one of whom lives with us also and 
he is a clever boy who responds 
well to any attention from teachers 
and carers. He can be very helpful 
and loves to please, especially 
when it results in getting a sticker 
from the teacher! 
 
Tong and his siblings all have a lot of potential in them, they 
are learning to apply themselves and they all have big 
dreams for their futures. Tong recently told us he wants to 
be a veterinarian when he grows up. 
 
We are ex-
cited to see 
Tong and his 
family growing 
into well 
rounded stu-
dents, caring 
for each other 
and the wider 
Sovanapoom 
family. 
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Donations over $2 to this Global Development Group approved aid and development project J522 
Sovanapoom Care are tax deductible in Australian & USA.   

Please Don’t Forget: Use our project number J522 Sovanapoom Care in all donations made to Global 
Development Group; this ensures that your donation will be applied to our project. If you have made      
donations previously but not included J522 as the reference please email us your name, the date and 
amount you donated to: admin.sovanapoom@gmail.com 

Project Governance: J522 Sovanapoom Care is proud to be a partner of Global Development Group 
(ABN 57 102 400 993), an Australian Non Government Organisation [NGO] – and Global Development 
Group USA carrying out humanitarian projects with approved partners and providing aid to relieve poverty 
and provide long term solutions through the provision of quality aid and development projects.  Global De-
velopment Group takes ownership of the project according to AusAID rules, providing a governance role 
and assisting in the areas of planning, monitoring, evaluating and auditing to ensure that the projects are 
carried out to Australian requirements. 

DONATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIA  
  

USA & EVERYWHERE ELSE  

Global Development Group  Global Development Group USA Inc  

Donate by Credit Card:  as a one-off or regular monthly donation:  

Enter ‘Project J522’  in the ‘I prefer My Donation to go to’ field:  

https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/donations.php?for=Project_J522    https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/usa/donations.php?for=Project_J522 

Donate by Direct Deposit:  Use ‘Project J522’  as the Reference 
Email your name, date & amount of donation & mailin g address for receipt  

BSB 064 118   Routing Number 263179804 
Account No. 10200094   Checking Account Number 100003959951 

    Savings Account Number 39599501 

Donate by Cheque:    Donate by Check:  

To “Global Development Group”  
Write ‘Project J522’  on the back,  
Post to address below:  

  
To “Global Development Group USA Inc”  
Write ‘Project J522’  on the back, 
Post to address below:  

Global Development Group   Global Development Group USA Inc 
56 Goorari Street, Eight Mile Plains, Queen-
sland 4113 Australia 

  1314 Longwood Oaks Blvd,  
Lakeland Florida 33811, USA 

www.globaldevelopment.org.au   www.globaldevelopmentusa.org 

Email: info@globaldevelopment.org.au   Email: gdgusa@tampabay.rr.com 

Ph: +61 (0) 7 3341 6475   Ph: 1 (863) 644 6304 

Fx: +61 (0) 7 3341 9783     



 

 


