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Dear Friends,

Help! The children of Sovanapoom desperately need your
help. We are US$4,000 short of our minimum budget for this
month. That means we can't continue to provide the much
needed food, medical and other care to everyone who relies
on Sovanapoom this month.

We always appreciate your emails and visits to us, it's
encouraging to hear that so many people see the fruit of the
work here in the lives of the children and young people we're
helping. This fruit can only happen through your continued
support.

Over the last few months the money we've received from
our donors has dwindled and we are now well below our
monthly budget requirements. The situation for us is dire. To
help us cover the monthly expenses we really need friends
who will give each month, it doesn't have to be a large
amount, but whatever you can give goes towards helping
provide these young people with the opportunity to have a
better life.

Despite the financial burden we have, some of our younger
students have had some good breakthroughs recently. Like
any proud parents we want to share about them.

Goontee has recently started leading the music in our
Sunday services. She’s only ten years old and every Sunday
morning wakes up very nervous and tells us that she “feel
sick in my belly” but nevertheless gets up on the stage and
along with the rest of our young music team has been doing
a great job.

In the school Timothy’s school work
is improving a lot lately also. With
Teachers Elyse and Maly are
giving all their students lots of
encouragement and it seems to be
paying quick dividends for him.
Timothy's recent English work on
shapes and colours was
significantly improved and we're
happy to see such progress in his
life.

| put a challenge out a few weeks
back for all the students to learn 51
~ verses of John chapter 1. It sounds
like a big challenge, but we have
worked on this one before and |
had great expectations that the bigger kids would know most
of it. Well | did get several of the older students come to me
able to recite the whole chapter, but the surprise was from
two of our younger students, Mary and Sophea. They were
each able to recite 14 verses without too much prompting. At
six years old this is an impressive achievement for these
kindergarten students and we’re very proud of them.
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Dan and Thoeun have been
working together in the office
lately. Every three months we
provide a financial update to [
Global Development Group as
part of our commitment to
accountability with them. Dan
has been working with Thoeun
so that he can understand how ;
to manage the accounting and
financial reporting for our organization. It's these kind of
partnerships which are really beneficial for all of us here as
we work together. We all have skills to share with one
another and it's amazing how much we can learn from other
people and cultures, how they can help us in a lot of ways.
We don’t ever think that we know it all just because
someone else doesn’'t have the same education that we
have. Other cultures understand a lot of spiritual things that
we miss.

Visitors

April is our hottest month here and this year it was no
different. We had a few brave souls join us during this time
to visit and volunteer their time and resources.

Elyse’s parents Gary and Anne
Platt and her sister Bethany
visited with us for a few days. It
was great to meet them and a
: good experience to spend time

. with the children and seeing
where their daughter and son-inlaw have committed to
spend this year. g o=

The children all received a special
gift from Gary and Anne which went
down very well, they thought it was
Christmas!

Three years ago our friend Adrianna
first visited with us and has returned |
each year since then to volunteer |
and put her excellent story telling
and game playing skills to good use.
The children love to see her return each year and this year
we met her husband Jarrod.

In January Adrianna, Jarrod and their
family and friends hosted a fundraising
dinner for Sovanapoom Care at
‘ Parramatta Baptist Church in Sydney. It
! was a very successful night and they
B raised $11,0000 We really appreciate
their hard work and the efforts of
everybody who was involved.
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Savanapoom Online

Did you know Sovanapoom Care is on YouTube? We have
a channel with short videos of the work here and of the
children that you can view online. Our channel can be found
by searching for “Sovanapoom” on the YouTube page:
www.youtube.com or type in: www.youtube.com/user/

sovanapoom

We are also on Facebook with a fan page and a group which
is updated regularly with links, photos and videos of the work
here. Check it out by searching for ‘Sovanapoom Care’ after
you log into your Facebook account.

Form

I've just returned from a few days with the boys at the farm
and they've been seeing some good rains this week. The
land is ready to go and ready for a crop, it's been softened
by the opening rains of the wet season and now is the
perfect time for ploughing the ground. Only problem is we
have no tractor. We are trying to get a local man with the
tractor to come and plough for us, but now he is busy too
and he keeps putting us off. We desperately need our own
tractor for this job. We can get a very good one which will do
the job both now and into the future brand new for $40,000.

We ask you to believe with us for our new tractor so that we

can put the crop in at the time we need to put it in— now.

This tractor and the work it will do is really important for the

overall work of Sovanapoom and the ongoing sustainability

of our projects. Without it, we are left with some great land,
willing students and no
way to get a crop in.

At the very minimum
turnover off the first crop
we can expect $30,000.
So being very
conservative we would
have at least $15,000
profit in one year. A good
crop could easily double
that.

Realising this profit would help us to support our work here in
Cambodia. It would greatly encourage our workers and
children here to see that they can stand on their own feet
one day and be able to support themselves—a great
achievement for this work and our young people.

Here's a few photos of local crops in the area, an exciting
prospect. The first photo is a friend of ours standing in a local
corn crop. The second is a local farmer showing his cassava
plants. Both are viables " 1
options for us to grow; e i :
when we have this tractor. | I ;
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Our spotlight focus child this time
is six year old Mary. We have
known Mary her whole life, in fact
she is one of the few children who
have been born at the community
centre here. Her father was work-
ing as a guard on our new build-
ing site and the family home was
on the land at the back of this new
building. Mary’s mother gave birth
to her at home and she was a
healthy and happy child right from

the beginning.
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Mary’'s older half-brothers Tree
and Jeremiah are staying with us
at Sovanapoom. Mary and her
younger brother Joseph live at
their new home nearby with their
parents and they come to learn at
Sovanapoom school everyday.

A real outdoors kid, Mary loves
animals and insects and is very
inquisitive. She isn’t afraid of any
¥ bugs or spiders and loves to fol-
low her brothers on their adven-
tures.

Mary is very intelligent, she was one
of the first children to recite a large
amount of the recent memory verse, |
she knows her times tables up to six
times, and many many songs. This is
impressive for a young child here in
Cambodia, most children don’t begin *
to attend school until they're seven
years old. Even more impressive
when you consider that Mary knows
all these in both Khmer and English!

Mary has a lot of potential and as she
continues to learn at Sovanapoom
she will no doubt continue to grow into a talented and beau-
tiful girl. We look forward to seeing her grow and continue to
bring joy and love to those around her.

-




Donating fo Somm/mom Care
ohn and Tass Castleding in Cambodin

Donations over $2 to this Global Development Group approved aid and development project J522
Sovanapoom Care are tax deductible in Australian & USA.

Please Don’t Forget: Use our project number J522 Sovanapoom Care in all donations made to Global
Development Group; this ensures that your donation will be applied to our project. If you have made
donations previously but not included J522 as the reference please email us your name, the date and
amount you donated to: admin.sovanapoom@gmail.com

Project Governance: J522 Sovanapoom Care is proud to be a partner of Global Development Group
(ABN 57 102 400 993), an Australian Non Government Organisation [NGO] — and Global Development
Group USA carrying out humanitarian projects with approved partners and providing aid to relieve poverty
and provide long term solutions through the provision of quality aid and development projects. Global De-
velopment Group takes ownership of the project according to AusAID rules, providing a governance role
and assisting in the areas of planning, monitoring, evaluating and auditing to ensure that the projects are
carried out to Australian requirements.

DONATION INSTRUCTIONS

AUSTRALIA USA & EVERYWHERE ELSE

Global Development Group Global Development Group USA Inc

Donate by Credit Card: as a one-off or regular monthly donation:
Enter ‘Project J522’ in the ‘I prefer My Donation to go to’ field:

https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/donations.php?for=Project J522 https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/usa/donations.php?for=Project J522
Donate by Direct Deposit: ~ Use ‘Project J522' as the Reference
Email your name, date & amount of donation & mailin g address for receipt

Eon Do LY Routing Number 263179804

Account No. 10200094 Checking Account Number 100003959951
Savings Account Number 39599501

Donate by Cheque: Donate by Check:

To “Global Development Group” To “Global Development Group USA Inc”

Write ‘Project J522’ on the back, Write ‘Project J522’ on the back,

Post to address below: Post to address below:

Global Development Group Global Development Group USA Inc

56 Goorari Street, Eight Mile Plains, Queen- 1314 Longwood Oaks Blvd,

sland 4113 Australia Lakeland Florida 33811, USA

www.globaldevelopment.org.au www.globaldevelopmentusa.org

Email: info@globaldevelopment.org.au Email: gdgusa@tampabay.rr.com

Ph: +61 (0) 7 3341 6475 Ph: 1 (863) 644 6304

Fx: +61 (0) 7 3341 9783 | |
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