Dear Friends,

Well it's the end of the financial year and it has been a busy
time at Sovanapoom lately. Remember if you would like to
get your tax deductible donations in for this financial year you
will need to do it soon.

We have been able to start
the incinerator thanks to a
donation received recently
from Jarrod and Adrianna o
Brugel, and we will finish it e S 2 -
in the next few weeks. It is T ,..-,J’\i‘
great to see this come & 3 '}'4 -
together as we hear funeral ¢iz

music  playing all too
frequently around here.

We have finished pouring the concrete slabs for the new
volunteer's flat. We are relieved that we finished these as we
can now continue building through Wet Season.

We also have 3 proud ladies that are coming into the later
stages of their pregnancies. All of them are already mothers,
but they are grateful to know that their new babies will also be
able to grow up in a safe
place learning at our school
and have a good future.

We encourage all the adults
who receive help from us to
give back in whatever area
e | they are able to. These preg-
nant women are no excep-
tion and they've been keep-

: ing busy cooking in the
kitchen or hangmg out the washing for the children.

Our kids have seen enough pregnant ladies to know that
soon they will have some new brothers and sisters. They
can’'t wait to meet them.

wy]forj’ We have had a few visitors lend a hand which

has been fantastic. We have had Brendan O’Connell and his
friends come for a few days to help out. Needless to say the
kids were thrilled with
their timely donation of
new clothes and big
bags of goodies. The
guys from North Caro-
lina also gave a gen-
erous donation and
organised some bas-
ketballs and soccer
balls which the kids
absolutely love.
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We have also had the pleas-
ure of Gabriella working with
us for the month of June.
She has done a great job
helping in the kitchen and
entertaining the children.

The Citipointe Team will also
be visiting us again later in
the month to help us out with
the feeding program.

; Q See ya lnfer Dan & Renuka

We came to Sovanapoom
Care 5 months ago to learn
as much as we could about
Cambodia and to try and
help out along the way. We
know we have learned a
lot, but it feels like we have
only just scratched the
surface of knowing these
beautiful people.

We are so happy John, Tess, Peta and the kids had time for
us. From ‘respecting your elders’ to ‘look for centipedes in
your shoes’ we got a lot that seems to be missing from our
culture.
It has been great to start the day
exercising with the kids and then
living with them every step of the
way until the day is finished. Dur-
ing these hours we achieved the
things we set out to do. | have
worked alongside Elyse and the
Khmer teachers in launching the
new school curriculum. Dan has
worked towards making himself
redundant in the office as Sokim is now more competent in
handling her responsibilities with the office bookwork.

We feel comfortable
that it's our time to
leave, but unfortu-
nately we can’t shake
the kids off just like
they were a job we've
finished. We will be
thinking of them for a
long time to come.

We will miss you,
Dan and Renuka
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00mpufer L'e-”vnj‘ Sovanapoom School computer

classes have had a boost recently with additional lap-
tops generously donated by Mike Ryder and Amelia Wheeler.

The computers are a fantastic addition to our education facili-
ties and allow the students great opportunities to build on their
cognitive skills. The computers have been loaded with an
easy-to-use program that teaches skills from moving the
mouse cursor through to touch typing.

Voluntsers Needed.,

Mornmj Exencise

Getting up at 5am and taking
the kids out in the yard for
exercise sounds like it could
be hard work, but can be one
of the funniest parts of the

The students have very much

enjoyed learning and they
especially enjoy playing the
learning games — like most

kids! We are looking forward

to having a bunch of little IT
professionals in our family.

day. The boys do push-ups
and chin-ups and the girls do
stretching and muscle toning
exercises.

On Fridays we play a game like wheelbarrow races or blind-
fold soccer. We were recently impressed with one young
boy’s effort as he had always needed help with his chin-ups.
However he managed to do his first chin-up the other day
and all his brothers cheered. It encouraged him so much he

We're always looking for skilled and willing people to volunteer
a little time for current or future projects. Needs include crea-

tive/graphic design, organising,

helping and supporting

fundraising events and donations-in-kind to be auctioned at
events e.g. food or accommodation vouchers, gift baskets,
artworks, goods and services. If you'd like to join our team of
home-based volunteers to help, send us an email!

¢ﬂf'm It's been especially exciting up at the farm

recently as we finally got our field ploughed. We've waited a
long time for this to happen. There is a short window between
dry season and wet season when it's the right time to plough.
If the ground is too wet the tractor will get bogged. If the
ground is too dry then you will start to break equipment. This
was made clear as the man we hired to plough our field broke
his plough. Usually it is too busy this time of year to hire a
tractor and we miss out, but due to a late start in wet season
and a generous donor, we were finally given our chance.

We will be growing rice, cassava, corn and we may also try

growing sugar cane. We're going to try different crops to see
what is the best thing to grow in our particular soil, and for
training the students in growing the various crops.

Most of the guys in our vocational training program are up on
the farm at the moment learning and planting the seedlings
before the rainy season really gets going. These young men
are excited to have this opportunity to learn new skills and get
out on the land doing this physical work

Our two main leaders here, Thoeun and Tonet have recently
undertaken a natural farming course. Through this they've

been learning how to get the most out of our crops without

damaging the soil for next year.

In addition to the crops we're preparing, the chicken farm is

going brilliantly. The guys have recently completed work on a
wall which will help to protect our free-range chickens. They

were vulnerable to snakes or wandering locals before this so
it's good to know they're safe during the day as they graze and

also at night in their shed.

It's very exciting to see our family having these opportunities

to start working towards our long-held goal of earning income

and growing food to provide for themselves.

dug deep and managed
another 5!

The girls are now so

interested in exercise
they have started doing
it by themselves without
anyone leading them. It
is a great start to the
day and guarantees
everyone is well and
truly awake for classes.

nofligh
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One of the most striking things about
Seyha is the quiet way he goes about
helping our family. He is always on hand
whenever we have a delivery of rice and
noodles to unpack. He spends one day
a week in the kitchen cooking and organ-
ising the storeroom and he especially
loves the chance to get on the building
site when we are pumping water or

pouring concrete. Seyha has a real
servant’s heart!

Seyha has also proven
himself to be an intelligent
young man both in school
and in the playground.
With a few of the younger
boys they managed to
build a toy boat from a
piece of foam, a battery, a
few wires, a strip of plastic
and a small motor from an
old cassette player. The first trial was a partial success
except it went in tight circles. With some slight improvements
a rudder was made with a stick and the boat was away.

Seyha'’s older brother Wutar, is one of
our builders who is more than happy
to help his younger brother learn a
trade. Seyha also has a younger sis-
ter with us, SreyPow who is often out
in the playground playing hopscotch.

Seyha is a valuable young man and
we are excited as he is full of potential
for the future.
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Donating fo Somna/mom Care
ohn and Tass Castleaing in Cambodin

Donations over $2 to this Global Development Group approved aid and development project:
“J522 Sovanapoom Care” are tax deductible in Australian & USA.

Please Don't Forget:

Use our project number J522 Sovanapoom Care in all donations made to Global

Development Group; this ensures that your donation will be applied to our project. If you have made
donations previously but not included J522 as the reference please email us your name, the date and
amount you donated to: admin.sovanapoom@gmail.com

Project Governance:

J522 Sovanapoom Care is proud to be a partner of Global Development Group

(ABN 57 102 400 993), an Australian Non Government Organisation [NGO] — and Global Development

Group USA carrying out humanitarian projects with approved partners and providing aid to relieve poverty

and provide long term solutions through the provision of quality aid and development projects. Global
Development Group takes ownership of the project according to AusAID rules, providing a governance

role and assisting in the areas of planning, monitoring, evaluating and auditing to ensure that the projects

are carried out to Australian requirements.

DONATION INSTRUCTIONS

AUSTRALIA

Global Development Group

Donate by Credit Card:

USA & EVERYWHERE ELSE
Global Development Group USA Inc

as a one-off or regular monthly donation:

Enter ‘Project J522’ in the ‘I prefer My Donation to go to’ field:

https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/donations.php?for=Project J522

https://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/usa/donations.php?for=Project J522

Donate by Direct Deposit:

Use ‘Project J522’ as the reference,
email your name, date & amount of

donation & mailing address for receipt
BSB 064 118 / Account No. 10200094

Donate by Cheque:

To “Global Development Group”
Write ‘Project J522’ on the back,

Post to address below:

Global Development Group
56 Goorari Street, Eight Mile Plains,
Queensland 4113 Australia

www.globaldevelopment.org.au

Email: info@globaldevelopment.org.au
Ph: +61 (0) 7 3341 6475
Fx: +61 (0) 7 3341 9783

Donate by Wire Transfer:

contact Global Development Group for info on
how to arrange this with your bank

Donate by Check:

To “Global Development Group USA Inc”
Include a note to nominate project ‘J522’ as the
recipient of your donation

Post to address below:

Global Development Group USA Inc
1314 Longwood Oaks Blvd,
Lakeland Florida 33811, USA

www.globaldevelopmentusa.org

Email: gdgusa@tampabay.rr.com
Ph: 1 (863) 644 6304
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