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It’s been another FULL season here at Sovanapoom 
since our last update.  Our family has grown again with 
more children and we’ve enjoyed the company of some 
visitors who have come to help us at Sovanapoom.  Also 
John believes there is some exciting things happening 
with the development of the work.  More about that in the 
next newsletter! 
 
This week we have welcomed a new family of 3 children 
into our home.  They come from a poor area several 
hours away from here and are in desperate need of help.  
The new children are all quite young and have come a 
long way from their home but the family of Sovanapoom 
is really welcoming them and taking care of their new 
brothers and sister. 
 
We’re happy to report that our Executive Assistant Peta 
has returned to Cambodia after having a break in 
Aus/NZ catching up with her family and visiting friends.  
It’s great to have Peta back here and the office is now 
running at full steam again. 
  
As we’ve shared with you previously we have been 
praying for school teachers to join us in teaching the 
children.  The need for people as teachers is a high 
priority for the work here in order to train the children 
effectively.  We’re excited to tell you that a lovely lady 
from Brisbane is packing her bags and will soon be on 
her way to Sovanapoom School.  Pam is a teacher and 
we’re very much looking forward to her arrival at the end 
of this month! 
 
Recently our goat herd has grown once again and we 
now have 7 new kids.  The herd is coming along well 
and the teenage boys are learning about animal 
husbandry at the same time.  

 
one of our goat kids, this one’s just 2 days old 

 

 
The school lessons are being held in the new building 
auditorium now although it isn’t yet finished.  The rainy 
season has broken early here in Cambodia, every 
afternoon and often during the night we have a heavy 
downpour of rain.  We desperately need the new 
building finished soon as these early rains could signal a 
high flood on th e river this year which puts our current 
building right in the path of the floodwaters. 
 
Sovanapoom School has been blessed with visiting 
teachers during April.  A team from YWAM Honolulu 
came for two weeks and taught the children three new 
songs, craft activities and games.  We enjoyed the 
company of Bobby and Jess from the USA at that time 
also.  Bobby taught at Sovanapoom a few years ago and 
this time returned with his wife Jess.  Together they 
taught some basic photography lessons.  Using 
disposable cameras the children enjoyed taking photos 
of and learned about God’s creation.   
 
From Australia we met Daniel when he stayed a couple 
of days with his father Louis who is a good friend of ours. 
Daniel got on really well with the older boys and helped 
them with their English while making some new friends. 
 
Also visiting from Australia Debbie, her husband and 
daughter came to work with us for two weeks.  Debbie 
taught the children some English lessons and young 
Emma joined in with the students too.  Emma really 
enjoyed getting to know the children here and fitted in 
great, climbing trees and playing in the water just like a 
local! 
 
 

 
Please pray with us for... 
 

·  Leadership growth amongst the young adults 
·  Srey-jen’s operation next week to correct her eyes 
·  Continued provision for the children’s needs 
·  Missionary accommodation for volunteers 
·  Complete stage one of new building project 
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More concrete, more bricks and more cement render!  
It’s a big job constructing a building to house, educate 
and feed 200 people.  Even bigger when you’re located 
in an isolated village accessible only by boat and 
everything has to be done by hand!  
 
We enjoyed a visit from Terry and Vic to assess the 
progress of the building in March.  Terry got his hands 
dirty as he passed on his experience and knowledge and 
instructed the young men on the building site.  Also 
obtaining some engineering advice, we have confirmed 
that the classrooms and bedrooms will be constructed to 
5 levels high which should be plenty of room for our 
family to grow! 
 
During April and May we enlisted the help of electricians 
David who returned for his second trip and Greg with his 
wife and daughter.  Now the electrical wiring for the main 
building has been installed, with just the finishing 
touches but they will come a little later.  David and Greg 
didn’t just get the job done, but they put time into 
teaching our boys every step of the way.  Thanks guys 
for all your work here, it’s invaluable for our new home! 
 
Not only have the young men been busy on our new 
building, but they have taken some initiative the past few 
weeks, taking on two outside contract jobs.  One is 
constructing a wall and another, a gazebo for a local 
government officer.  Having the opportunity to showcase 
their skills in the local community has been great, but we 
don’t want the word to get around too quickly because 
they’ve still got lots of work to do on our building!  
 

 
the boys working on the gazebo contract 

 
Thoeun has been doing a great job as he’s learning to 
quote and manage the construction jobs, as well as 
keeping and eye on the day to day running of the 
Centre.  Even though he is the pastor of Sovanapoom 
Church Thoeun wears many hats! 
 
 

   
 

Sovanapoom Church is now holding Sunday services in 
the new building’s auditorium 
although it isn’t yet finished..  
The auditorium is much cooler  
for our Sunday morning service 
and unlike the old building, the  
the floor doesn’t shake when 
everybody starts dancing 
during praise and worship! 
 
Last week we welcomed a new member into the church.  
Baby Jacob was brought by his mother to be named and 
dedicated.  We pray for his protection and that he will 
continue to grow strong and healthy. 
 

This month  we’re introducing a young man 
called Ravy.  He has been part of our 
family at Sovanapoom for a year now 
and is proving himself to be a person 
of strong character. 
 
Ravy came to us along with his twin 
brother and a cousin after Ravy’s 
father had an accident and was 
unable to earn money to care for the 
children.   

 
The lifestyle at Sovanapoom requires discipline, the 
children learn responsibility as they each have chores 
around the home.  There is also a timetable for meals 
and for lessons. For some of the children adjusting to 
this routine isn’t easy after having very little parental 
guidance on the outside.  Those who want to stay with 
us may, but any who don’t want to live at the Centre are 
free to leave.  We are discipling leaders, so the children 
must have the will to learn.  Ravy’s twin brother and his 
cousin chose to return home after several months with 
us.  However Ravy is a man of strong character to 
overcome the pull of the world and has stayed on.   
 
Ravy pays attention in class and he is helpful for his 
teacher.  He is on a roster with the other boys to pump 
water out of the river for washing and cooking and to 
help look after the goats.  As he continues to learn we 
have every confidence that Ravy will grow up to be a 
very well adjusted and well educated young man. 
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