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September ‘07
A big hello from us and our 
Khmer family here in 

Cambodia to all of our friends and family across the world!   
 
Tess and I have just enjoyed a short visit back home in 
Australia.  It’s always hard to leave our loved ones here 
when we go away and again to leave our family in Australia 
when we return, but we trust God and know that He has 
placed us in Cambodia for His work and purpose.   
 

During our time in Brisbane we caught up with Vic and Fay 
Stolar and the CCI Board.  Thanks to the new board 
members for your input, we’ll talk more about that in the next 
newsletter.  A big thanks to Vic and Fay for all your giving 
towards us and this work.  Your generous contributions have 
really been life changing for our family. 
 

While we are away, Pastor 
Thoeun wears my hat and along 
with his wife and the other young 
leaders we are training up, the 
work here proceeds.  Thoeun is 
a very responsible young man 
and although he is stretched 
during this time it’s a blessing to 
know that in the church, the 
school, and on the building site 
the work continues.   
 
This month we’re happy to introduce Elissa who has come 

from Australia to join us in the 
work here for a few months.  
Bringing with her some great 
creative ideas, lots of enthusiasm 
and her camera, she’s already 
become a significant member of 
our team.   
 
Teacher Pam has returned home 
to Australia at this time for a 
short while to catch up with her 

family and friends.  We’re all looking forward to her return 
next month!  While she was here Pam prepared an English 
curriculum for the students to continue learning and along 
with Elissa’s creative work as a substitute teacher, the 
students are really enjoying every lesson! 
 

This year we have been anticipating the normal wet season 
flooding of the Mekong River during August and September.  
As our current building is on the riverfront, the rising flood 
waters threaten the stability of the building structure.         

We had expected to need to move the children into the new 
building auditorium to sleep but it’s been a real blessing for 
us as the river level has stayed exceptionally low due to the 
ongoing drought in this country.  Thank you for your prayers 
in this area and Praise God for his care for us! 
 

So we continue work on the new building and moving 
towards stage two to get the children’s bedrooms and 
classrooms constructed for them to have proper 
accommodation as soon as possible. 
 

Recently during July and August we’ve met lots of new 
friends here at Sovanapoom and caught up with some old 
friends too.  In Cambodia the government school holidays 
come all at once from July to October.  Our students don’t 
have extended periods of break from study however we love 
to have visitors and teams and then the children all enjoy 
some time out and making new friends. 
 

The children really enjoyed catching up with Brendan 
O’Connell and his brother Daniel from Spartanburg, USA, 
when they spent a wonderful few days with our family.  We 
were all blessed by a tasty donation from their father, 
Colman O’Connell.  Colman provided and cooked a 
delicious BBQ dinner for everyone during their stay.  The 
children and adults were really treated and enjoyed a 
serious meal of steak – a real luxury in this country!   

 
We love hearing stories of how individuals’ visits with us 
have impacted their lives.  One such story is that of this 
young man, Brendan O’Connell.  After his stay with us last 
year Brendan has become a real ambassador for our work 
here.  Brendan has been raising funds and awareness not 
only amongst his own community but also further abroad in 
the United States.  For his exceptional work Brendan has 
been honoured with the Youth of the Year award by the 
Knights of Columbus, well done Brendan! 
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We would like to thank a significant donor to our work and 
recognise a substantial contribution of funds made.  Good 
friends of ours, Craig and Debbie Hosking and their 
company Austral Tree and Stump have again provided a 
large donation which has allowed us to proceed with the 
building work at this time.  Thank you Craig and Debbie and 
may God bless you abundantly for your generosity! 
 
All of our children were blessed in some way by a YWAM 
ministry team from Chicago during their visit.  Teaching, 
working on the building site and providing for our whole 
family to enjoy a day out at the Phnom Penh Water Park, 
everyone had a really great time with the team. All the 
children (and some adults too) had a lot of fun on the water 
slides, wave pool and water playground! 
 
Scott, Rohan and 
Teegan from Perth 
came to help on the 
building site and teach 
the children for a few 
days also.  We received 
a lovely donation of 
children’s clothes via 
Scott and the team from 
Pumpkin Patch in 
Australia.    Thanks Scott and everyone involved in getting 
this to us for the children, the young boys and girls look 
fantastic in their new clothes! 
 
A talented group of current and graduated students and 
teachers from Tyndale School in Adelaide popped in to see 
us in August.   During their time with us the students and 
teachers taught and inspired our children.  Performing 
several great dramas of favourite Bible stories, bringing with 
them face painting and lots of new games, the students were 
a great hit with our children! 

We’d like to thank Tyndale 
School in Adelaide and 
Senior Head Teacher Les 
Kowald for the facilitation of 
the donation of funds and a 
new laptop computer for us 
– what a blessing!   
 
We are also looking forward 
to the return of Les, his wife 

Ruth and their daughter Kate during October to spend some 
time with us here teaching and sharing their talents with us.   
 
The past couple of months we’ve met teams from YWAM 
Hawaii, Citipointe Church Brisbane, our friends Brian and 
Alice McCann, Paulette Cairns and team, Tracey and Kyah 
Woodland and more!  Many visitors have come to see and 
help us, it’s not possible to thank everybody personally but 
we do really appreciate your love and support!   
 
We also do recognise that people are volunteering their time 
and efforts not only when they visit us but also back home.  
Thanks to David and Lynelle Hills for their ongoing support 

of our work. Lynelle has 
been getting our accounts 
at home up to scratch and 
David has facilitated the 
donation of a whole lot of 
electrical equipment 
through his contacts - 
$100,000 worth for the new 
building here!  We’re in the 
middle of trying to organise a container to come here from 
Australia with this equipment for the new building.  That’s all 
very exciting for the progress of the building, to have access 
to high quality electrical equipment is a necessity and a real 
blessing to have it come in this way. 
 

- A Teacher’s Perspective, from Elissa. 
God is an amazing, awe inspiring creator. The detail in His 
work, the diversity in His creations, and the beauty in His 
workmanship is unlimited and boundless. 
 
For the last 3 weeks I have been surrounded by 82 of God’s 
amazing creations, each of them a true work of art, each of 
them beautiful, talented and unique. I have been given the 
opportunity to teach the older grade of school children while 
teacher Pam is away, and am finding it so rewarding. The 
children at Sovanapoom are ready and willing to learn and 
their desire to improve and to grow their knowledge in both 
schooling and in God’s Word is refreshing and exciting.  
 
Though there are many varied levels of education amongst 
the children – the curriculum that teacher Pam has provided 
allows for basic lessons that can be extended to cater for the 
more advanced students.  There are three classes, each 
class has lessons in both English, Khmer, proving the 
children with a knowledge and appreciation of their own 
culture, whilst instilling them with English skills which are 
sure to assist in their future aspirations. These children are 
the beginning of great change in this country, they are the 
foundation to a rebuilding generation, and they are each 
Gods amazing creations. 

 
 
 

- to keep the finances flowing to support this work so 
that we can afford to care for the children and needy 
around us 

- please join us to uphold those who support us in 
prayer for God’s protection and blessing on their lives 
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The building work has continued over the past months.   
Stage one is very nearing completion and it’s exciting to see 
the individual areas nearing completion.  With the doors and 
louvers being installed in the new auditorium the largest 
room in the building is now waterproof.  The office and 
medical centre/apartment are also coming together day by 
day.  We are almost finished the bathroom in the apartment 
and amongst the dust and dirt of the building site the tiled 
walls and full sized bathtub are a site for sore eyes! 
 

The side and rear 
blocks have now 
been filled with 
sand to bring all 
of our land up 
above the flood 
level.  This is 
really great to 
have as it means 
that we can 
continue work 

and the children have a play area when the river rises. 
 
Our boys would like to say a big thank you to our friend 
Terry Heuser who donated a new motorbike and solar 
panels for us here.  The moto is a really great asset for them 
to have to get around 
the local area in their 
work and also ministry 
as we go out to visit 
families in need. 
 
Thanks Terry from the 
boys for the motorbike 
and solar panels, very 
very useful and 
appreciated by all of 
us!!   
 

 
   
 

We’re excited to announce the birth of our newest church 
member, Peak gave birth to 
a healthy baby boy at home 
on July 24th.  She had some 
slight complications after the 
birth but a quick phone call 
to our friend Kate Taylor in 
Australia and her midwifery 
training came in handy. 
   
With the help of Kate’s 
advice and much prayer, all 
was soon well with both 

mother and baby.  Thanks a lot for your timely advice Kate! 
 
 

David is a beautiful baby boy who is 
proving to be a real delight to his family.  
He eats and sleeps well, with so many 
people around to love him it’s no wonder 
David is a very contented baby!   
 
Congratulations to Pastor Thoeun, Peak 
and big brother Jamie on the new addition 
to your family! 
 

 
Jeremiah first joined us at 
Sovanapoom in 1999.  Jeremiah’s 
father had passed away and his 
mother was away in the city 
working.  So Jeremiah and his older 
brother Tree were fending for 
themselves on the street.  Surviving 
on whatever scraps they could find, 
both boys were very skinny and 
little Jeremiah was dying.  We 
found them and took them in, 
gradually bringing Jeremiah back 
into good health.   
 
It was a slow process over a period of years for Jeremiah’s 
little body to totally recover from the condition he was in.  
Even four years after he joined us his skin would often still 
break out in boils as his blood was rejuvenating from the 
sickly condition he had been in.   
 
Jeremiah’s original name was Voer but recently he chose to 

change it to Jeremiah 
after his favourite 
biblical prophet.  He is 
now a healthy and 
strong boy who loves 
acrobatics and music. 
Jeremiah is a very 
compassionate, caring, 
friendly young man.  He 
will grow to be a very 
talented musician, and 
has displayed particular 
gifting as a drummer.   

 
Jeremiah has very good character and is very trustworthy.  
He has a real desire to please and serve God with his life.  
It’s easy to see that in the path he has chosen he will grow 
up to be an excellent young man of strong character! 
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